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1 . OBSERVANCES OF FIRST ANNIVERSARY (FEBRUARY 13) OF ASSASSINATION 

OF HEAD OF STATE MURTALA MUHAMMED HAVE BEEN GENERALLY QUIET. CHIEF 
OF STAFF YAR'ADUA ATTENDED PRAYERS AT CENTRAL MOSQUE, LAGOS, 

AS DID FAMILY OF LATE HEAD OF STATE. BENDEL STATE GOVERNOR UNVEILED 
MONUMENT TO MUHAMMED IN BENIN CITY. THERE SEEM TO HAVE BEEN NO 
LENGTHY PRONOUNCEMENTS BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS; COMMENTARIES IN 
NEWSPAPERS STRESS MUHAMMED'S ROLE AS DISCIPLINARIAN WHO FOUGHT INTERN 
AL 

NIGERIAN VICES OF CORRUPTION AND APATHY. HIS SUPPORT FOR MPLA 
GETS MENTION BUT NOT GREAT EMPHASIS. EDITORIALS AND GOVERNMENT PRESS 
RELEASES HAVE NOT RPT NOT REVIVED CHARGES OFYFOREIGN COMPLICITY 
IN LAST YEAR'S COUP ATTEMPT AND ASSASSINATION. 

2. STUDENTS HELD PROCESSIONS IN LAGOS, IBADAN AND KADUNA (REFTEL), 
APPARENTLY WITHOUT INCIDENT. VARIOUS COMMEMORATIVE SEMINARS 
HEARD PAPERS ON "THE IMPERIALIST POLITICS OF ASSASSINATION - 
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LESSONS FOR AFRICA," AND DANGERS OF RESURGENT "GOWONISM." HISTORY 
LECTURER AND FORMER STUDENT ACTIVIST SHEHU UMAR ABDULLAHI, 

SPEAKING AT BAYERO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, KANO, CALLED FOR IMMEDIATE 
BREAK OF TIES WITH BRITIAN, CLOSURE OF BRITISH COUNCIL, USIS AND 
ITT "BRANCHES IN THE COUNTRY," AND DISMISSAL OF BRITISH INSTRUCTORS 
AT JAJI STAFF COLLEGE - HE SUGGESTED CUBANS AND YUGOSLAVS AS THEIR 
REPLACEMENTS. 
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3. ANNIVERSARY SEEMS TO HAVE SPAWNED AT LEAST ONE IDEA THAT 
COULD DISCOMFIT FMG: NEED TO REASSIGN ALL STATE GOVERNORS. 

WARNING THAT PROLONGING STAY OF GOVERNORS MIGHT BRING BACK 
"GOWONISM." STUDENTS UNION AT BAYERO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
CALLED ON FMG REASSIGN THEM ALL IMMEDIATELY. ABDULLAHI REPEATED 
DEMAND IN HIS LECTURE ON SAME CAMPUS. THEN ON FEBRUARY 15, /NEW 
NIGERIA/ FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL, CITING "DRIFT TO THE DAYS WHEN 
STATES WERE RUN AS THOUGH THEY WERE PRIVATE FIEFDOMS," ALSO CAME 
OUT FOR CHANGE IN GOVERNORS. "REASSIGNMENTS, ESPECIALLY AFTER 
THE BUDGETS HAVE BEEN PRESENTED AND APPROVED, WOULD BE IN ORDER. 
CERTAINLY, THEY WOULD BE VERY MUCH DESIRABLE IN SOME STATES. 
WHATEVER HAPPENS, NO GOVERNOR SHOULD STAY IN OFFICE FOR MORE 
THAN TWO YEARS." 

4. COMMENT: SOME LONG-TIME OBSERVERS OF NIGERIAN SCENE BEILEVE 
THE SIGNS POINT TO A MAJOR SHUFFLE OF GOVERNORS. THEY NOTE THAT 
TODAY'S GOVERNORS ARE NOT POLICY MAKERS AS THEY WERE UNDER 
GOWON BUT RATHER ARE EXECUTORS OF POLICY LAID DOWN BY CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT IN LAOGS. THEY OFTEN FIND THEMCLVES IN COMPETITION 
WITH AMBITIOUS AND CAPABLE SMG'S, SOME OF WHOM ARE LOOKING TOWARD 
THE END OF MILITARY RULE OR BUILDING THEIR OWN POWER BASES. 

IN FRUSTRATION AND IN REALIZATION THAT THEY CANNOT EFFECTIVELY 
CARRY OUT CENTRAL DIRECTIVES, SOME GOVERNORS HAVE BECOME 
ANTAGONISTS OF SMGS. RULING SMC MAY FEEL THAT IT MUST NOW 
MOVE GOVERNORS IN ORDER AVOID MORE SERIOUS MILITARY-CIVILIAN 
SPLITS. WE WOULD NOTE THAT MUHAMMFD/OB ASAN.IO ADMINISTRATION 
HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT ASSIGNMENT AS GOVERNOR IS NOT 
PERMANENT, BUT RATHER SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS ONE ASSIGN- 
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MENT IN A MAN'S MILITARY CAREER. 
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